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1. Name
m——
‘ o f& A
historic Historic Resourees~of West Whiteland Tomshlpmcmmmr-ﬁ-)\

Pennsylvania (Partial Inventory. Historic and Architectural Properties)

and/or common

2. Location

— _
street & number  The Incorporation Limits of West Whiteland Township NA not for publication

city, town NA "N/A_ vicinity of
state Pennsylvania code . LD county Chester code029
] - -
Classification

Category Ownership Status Preseﬁt Use .
_X district ___ public X_ occupied _X_ agriculture X_museum
X bullding(s) __X private- -X_ unoccupied _X_ commercial — park
_X structure  ___both _X__ work in progress _X_ educational _X_private residence

site , Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment _X_ religious
___ object _& in process . X _yes: restricted ___government —_ sclentific

_N/A being considered X _ yes: unrestricted — industrial X transportation
—0ho — miiitary — other: :

4. Owner of Property

name Multiple Ownership: See inﬁiﬁidpal nominations

street & number

~ city, town : NA_vicinity of . state popnasvlvania

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Recorder 'of Deeds, Chester County Courthouse

street & number High and Market Streets

city, town West Chester - state Pénnsylirania

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Chester County Historic Site Survey/
titte National Register (Zook House,1976) has this property been determined eligible? __yes _X no

date 1979 - 1981 __federal- ____state X county ____local

depositary_"for survey records Chester County Historical Society

city, town - West Chester ' state Pennsylvania




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

_X_ excellent —deteriorated _2_ unaltered _X_original site

X goodl ¢ Tdn_ruins X _aitered —__moved date § NA
—_fair unexposed '

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

A. General Physical Description:

The historic resources described in this nomination are located in West Whiteland
Townshlp. They consist of 53 individual propertles andtwo historic districts.
o e O I 47 ... The Township is
51tuated in central Chester County, one of the three or1g1na1 counties established by
William Penn in 1682. West Whiteland has 8,300 acres of land within its boundaries.
Philadelphia, the major market place throughout the Township's history, lies about
25 miles to the east. The county seat, West Chester, was established at the end of
the 19th century and is four miles to the south. ‘The rectangular shape of the Town~
ship reflects, to some extent, the original boundaries of the "Welsh Tract,” an in-
tended barony of 40,000 acres surveyed in 1684. .Out of this tract, the Township of
Whiteland was formed in 1704; in 1765, it was divided East and West. “West Whiteland
enjoyed an advantageous location in the Chester or Great Valley, the natural features
of which.:were condicive: td early-settlement, agriculture, industry and:developments
in transportation. 1In 1855, it was described "with its smllingfarms and restful
homes...as looking likeé...one vast and magnificent garden. 'To the north and south
of the valley is hill and timber land.

The location and topography of the Township contributed to its prosperous and
diversified rural agricultural economy which persisted into the mid-20th century.
The Great Valley which cuts through the center of the Townshlp,vextends north and -
west for approximately 25 miles and contains most of the County's major towns,
among them Atglen, Parﬁ%burg, Coatesville and Downingtown. The Valley is particu-—
larly wide and level in West Whiteland and, with its limestone-enriched soil, is
well-suited for agriculture.. While-the Valley floor was ideal for house and farm,
the hills to the morth-and south-provided the timber essential for building and.
(until the acceptance.of: fossil fuels) energy for home and industry. It was common
for a prosperous farmer to,have 100 acres or more of farmland in the Valley and a
woodlot of 10 or 20 acres on the slopes..

West Whlteland also had its Barrens which was, according to 18th and 19th cen-
' tury connotations, hilly, scrubby, and partlally open land. The Barrens are found
in the Township's southwest corner.

With its underlying band of limestone, the Great Valley was found suitable for
more than farming. The wide limestone deposit is largely dolomite, with isolated
pockets of iron ore and marble. Marble deposits ranged in hue from nearly pure
white to dark blue and black. To the north of the Township are quartz and quartz
schist formations and, to the south, Wissahickon Schist. These resources were mined
and quarried extensively in the 18th and 19th centuries; limestone continues to
be extracted from one active quarry. Evidence of earlier extractions of local stone
presentsitself in the walls of the Township's predominantly stone houses. The com-—
bination of abundant limestone and timber contributed to the early success of a lime-
burning industry, the product of which was essential in mortar and used as a soil
supplement. The importance of this early industry cannot be. over—emphasized° in
fact, it may be argued someday that it was the limestone, and not the opportunity for
agriculture, that induced settlement in the Great Valley.
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By the mid-19th century, the water resources of the Great Valley were nearly
legendary: '"fountains of cold and pure water so numerous that almost every farm
has its springhouse near the door..."

West Whiteland lies within the Brandywine drainage basin and is drained pri-
marily by Valley Creek, which meanders in an east-west course across the Township.
Broad Run, one of the Valley Creek's major tributaries, drains the southwest cor-
ner, and they converge in East Bradford. 1In addition to supplying domestic needs,
the water powered grist, corn, clover, and saw mills.

The most significant man-made features of the Township, aside from its dispersed
farm complexes and rural homes, are key transportation routes: the Lincoln Highway
(the Nation's first turnpike, the Philadelphia and Lancaster Turnpike, 1792-4), the
Pennsylvania Railroad (one of the earliest railroads in the United States, 1833-4),
the Chester Valley Railroad, 1850-4, and the Trenton Cut-off, 1880-1904. It is along
these significant avenues of travel that most of the Township's historic and archi-
tectural resources are located, including wayside inns, grist mills, outstanding
farm complexes and manor houses, and late 19th century suburban homes.

B. Historical Physical Description:

West Whiteland's development as a rural township on the outskirts of the county
seat, West Chester, can be traced on historical maps supplied with this nomination.
Two of these, (Maps #5 and #6) depict various properties found along the proposed
route of the Lancaster Turnpike in 1790. The illustrations on these maps confirm
the 18th century appearance of several of the nominated buildings, notably Whitford
Lodge (#32), Oaklands (#41), Sleepy Hollow Hall (#6), Colebrook Farm (#37) and
others. Maps dated 1860, 1873, and 1883 show the Township to contain dispersed
farm complexes with some clustering of structures at crossroad villages along the
Turnpike, the Pennsylvania Railroad, and at intersections of old roads. There was
little significant change in the general appearance of the Township from after the
completion of the Pennsylvania Railroad until the 1950's. In the late 19th century,
however, numbers of old farm complexes were transformed into elegant country estates
by transplanted Philadelphians. Still, the overwhelmingly rural character of the
Township was retained. Only in the last three decades of this century has the Town-
ship experienced measurable suburban growth, primarily due to its central location
and convenient transportation. Through its recent planning activities, which have
included the identification, evaluation, and research of its historic resources, the
Township has taken major steps towards promoting the preservation of the best of its
past.

C. Architectural Component:

As is typical of rural, agricultural communities, few of West Whiteland's buildings
can be classified as high style. Rather, most are representative examples of vernacular
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architecture of southeastern Pennsylvania. This is particularly true of the Township's
18th and early 19th century dwellings, mostly sturdy stone houses of practical, tra-
ditional design. The completion, however, of the Lancaster Turnpike in 1794, prompted
the construction of several architecturally distinguished manor houses along that route.
Following the construction of the Columbia Railroad in 1833 and its expansion and de-
velopment as the Pennsylvania Railroad in the 1850's, the architecturally conservative
landscape became dotted with some fine expressions of Victorian taste. In terms of
style, the architecture of the Township reached its peak in the 1880's through 1920,
during which period prominent Philadelphia architects were given a free hand in the
design of certain homes and estates. It can be argued that West Whiteland was the
westernmost extension of the '"Main Line." It offers a full menu of late Victorian
architecture including Queen Anne, Shingle Style, Stockbroker's Tudor, and an assort-
ment of Period houses. Unlike most Chester County communities of the era, deliberate
style was the rule, not the exception. '

The nominated properties in the multiple resource area can be grouped in historical
periods defined, in part, by architectural characteristics and styles. This method of
ordering the data, although open to interpretation, is nevertheless useful in assessing
the architectural components of the nomination.

I. Colonial Settlement: c. 1700-1770's

A. It can be stated with some certainty that the early settlers of West Whiteland
erected first log houses for immediate shelter. Most of these were torn or
eventually fell down; some were incorporated into permanent homesteads. There
are three habitable log dwellingSremaining in the Township, all of which appear
to date between 1770-1810. Significantly, each of the three uses a different
plan and/or method of construction, attesting to the versatile nature of the
material and the individual preference of the builder. (Pancott Log House
#52, Wollerton Log House #57, and David Ashbridge House #17.) Only the Pancott

Log House appears to meet the National Register criteria.
Most of the Township's first settlers were quick to add to or replace their
log cabins with permanent stone houses. A number of house plans were used
in this period of colonial settlement; representative examples are noted
below.

B. Hall/parlor plan, single pile:

Generally, this was the earliest plan adopted and is identified by its
single pile construction, two rooms on the first floor, steep roof, solid
end walls, and exterior projections, i.e., pent roof and/or eaves. The
plan was used for stone, brick and log houses and was used in modest homes
until the end of the 18th century. (Evan Lewis House-core #4, Pancott Log
House #52 and David Ashbridge House #17.) D.Ashbridge House does not

appear to meet the National Register criteria and is uot being
nominated here.
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I. Colonial Settlement (cont.)

B.l Single pile hall/parlor houses were enlarged frequently by the addition of
a kitchen wing. (Solitude Farm - core #16)

C. Hall/parlor plan, double pile:

By the 1730's, a double pile version of the hall/parlor plan made its
appearance in the Township. Still lacking a center hall, the plan was
nevertheless more refined in its further segregation of living and cooking
areas. The severe proportions of the single pile hall/parlor house were
softened as the roof pitch flattened slightly and windows of assorted size
and arrangement made their appearance on the gable ends. (Zook House #12) .

D. German Colonial:

According to tax statistics, 9% of West Whiteland's population was German

at the end of the 18th century. This was the southernmost penetration of
German immigrants at that time in Chester County. There is one house in

West Whiteland featuring elements of the German Colonial style; i.e., nearly
square shape, two stories high, and an interior off-center chimney pile
serving two fireplaces on the first floor. (Grove Historic District - Map #1)

E. Center hall Georgian:

With the center hall plan came a taste for formal symmetry and a separate
hall. Although high style Georgian houses usually were a full five bays
wide, double pile, and featured a formalized central entrance, West White-
land's best example of the early Georgian style is but three bays in width.
Its characteristically Georgian features include large (12/12) windows,
pointed fieldstone walls, and segmented arches above structural openings.
(Colebrook Farm #37)

E.l "External quasi-symmetry"?

Many a hall/parlor and side hall house were dressed in Georgian face to
achieve a "modern appearance." The imposition of a symmetrical face with
central extrance was, however, only skin deep. Inside, the colonial ar-
rangement of living areas was left intact. (Wee Grimmet #47)

Center hall "I" house:
"I" houses are characterized by their two story height, single pile depth,

and symmetrical three or five bay facade with centered entrance and separate
hall. This plan was especially useful for houses fronting on the Lancaster
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II.

Turnpike which enjoyed a high degree of public exposure. (Whitford Hall #31)
F. Double~door Georgian:

Using the Georgian notion of balance but restricted to four bays in width,
double pile houses with two balanced entrances made their appearance in
the region about 1800, somewhat rarely in West Whiteland. 1In this plan,
the first floor was divided usually into four rooms of nearly equal size;
a central entrance hall was abandoned in favor of separate entrances into
two front rooms. (Ivy Cottage-core #33)

F.l Double-door Georgian facade:

For those who could not build a double door house from scratch, there was
the option of rearranging the doors and windows or building an addition
to achieve the same exterior impression. (Fox Chase Inn #10)

G. Penn Plan:

William Penn's advocacy of this two story, double pile, two bay plan

for Philadelphia residents virtually assured its acceptance. It also became
well used in rural areas and remained popular into the 19th century. West
Whiteland has a number of examples. (Fox Chase Inn #10, House at Turnpike
Station #5)

Post-Revolution: 1780's-1840"'s
A. Georgian/Federal Transitional:

Always a conservative area, West Whiteland was slow to respond to the new
Federal style evident in Philadelphia after the Revolution. Georgian forms
lingered well into the 19th century and tended to dilute the impact of the
lighter Federal style. Use of Federal design elements tended to be super—
ficial and was limited, for example, to a fanlight over the doorway or lighter
interior trim and decoration. Punch and groove work from this period has

been found in several of the nominated properties. The center hall Georgian
floor plan was unaffected by Federal trappings. (early Federal - Whitford
Lodge #32, Joseph Konnagee House #25, Sleepy Hollow Hall #6)

B. Late Federal/Greek Revival:

A few wealthly landowners along the Lancaster Turnpike endowed their manor
houses with such textbook Federal features as dual, joined, gable end chim-
neys, Palladian windows and entablature entrance. Towards the end of the
period a bit of the Greek Revival was found mixed with Federal trimmings and
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Georgian floor plans. (Summit Hall #21, Benjamin Pennypacker House #14,
Colebrook Manor #38) Summit Hall was demolished in 1982.

C. Double pile, side hall:

Although this type of house plan is referred to frequently as "two-thirds
Georgian", it made its appearance in West Whiteland in the Federal period.
Houses of this type were three bays wide, double pile, two stories high

and had a separate hall to the side of two bays. A small kitchen was usually
attached. A few houses were built on this plan beginning in the 1790's. By
1810, it was one of the most widely-used plans in the Township, either alone
(Daniel Meredith House #23) or as an addition to an older structure. In

the latter case, if attached to a two bay core, the resulting structure ap-
peared to be a five bay, center hall Georgian/Federal house presenting a
unified face to passersby. Fashionable quarter round garret windows were
installed, for the most part, only on the gable ends visible from the road.
Behind the stately facades however, lay many an additive vernacular house.
(Green Valley Farm #3, Benjamin Jacobs House #15, Ball and Ball #35, West
Whiteland Inn #36, Grove Tavern-Grove Historic District) Bg]ll and Ball does not

appear to meet the National Register criteria and is not being
D. Greek Revival: nominated.

In its own way, West Whiteland participated in the Greek Revival. Although
there are no explicitly classical buildings in the Township, a fact common
to most of Chester County's rural areas, white marble for Thomas U. Walter's
celebrated Girard College, '"the grandest building in America...with snowy
whiteness and..lmagnificant marble columns and marble roof...'", * and the
Bank of Chester County were quarried at the Thomas Marble Quarry and shipped
by rail to Philadelphia and West Chester.

III. Second Half of the 19th Century
A. Rural Gothic: 1840's - 1850's, 1870's

Despite its rural, conservative character, the Township welcomed certain

styles of the Victorian era. The Rural Gothic style was popularized in

the region in the 1840's and 1850's through the published works of A. J.
Downing. This early revival of Gothic forms was not particularly successful

in Chester County. One house in West Whiteland, however, the Kates Mansion

#9, is a rare and fine example of the early Rural Gothic or Cottage Style.

By the 1870's, Gothic trimmings were present everywhere: on Georgian farmhouses,
temple-front one-room schoolhouses, and staid churches. (Joseph Price House
#44, Greenwood School #22, St. Paul's Church #13)

* Guide for the Pennsylvania Railroad, Philadelphia, 1855



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(3-82) * Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service ’

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

West Whiteland Township, Chester County, PA
Continuation sheet Multiple Resource Nomination Item number 7

ITI. Second Half of the 19th Century (cont.)
B. Italianate: 1850's

Expressions of the Italianate or American Bracketed Style are nearly
non-existent in West Whiteland. 1Its one example, the Exton Hotel #2,

is fortunately, true to form with its square symmetrical plan, flattened
hipped roof, overhanging bracketed eaves, and smooth white exterior walls.

C. Queen Anne: 1880's -~ 1890's

After the Centennial of 1876, there was a reaction to the predictable for-
mality of the Gothic style. This and other forces contributed to the success
of the next stylistic period, the Queen Anne, during which all manner of
historical styles were combined freely on flowing floor plans. It was during
this era that the architectural profession exerted an unprecedented influence
on domestic architecture. (Joseph Price House #44)

C.l Shingle Style: 1880's - 1890's

This Queen Anne variant is recognized by its ample size, rambling "open"
plan and informal impression. Architect Frank Miles Day designed his first
shingle style house in West Whiteland's Bradford Hills based on his obser-
vation of European architecture and New England seaside houses. (Francis
Rennedy House #54)

C.2 Half-timber/Stockbroker's Tudor!

The Main Line of Philadelphia was a veritable haven for this historical
Elizabethan style, introduced to America at the 1876 Centennial. Its pre-
sence so far west would be hard to explain were it not for the fact that
prominent Philadelphians set up summer housekeeping in the Township in the
1880's and 1890's and hired architects to outfit their country homes in
rich, tudor trappings. (Colfelt House #8)

IV. The 20th Century:

A. West Whiteland is home to a number of Period Revival homes, all designed
by prominent Philadelphia architects and located on formerly large estates.
They are well preserved and some have been adapted to new uses, among them
multi~family, institutional, and professional. The oldest of these, Mor-
stein #20, was designed somewhat surprisingly by Furness and Evans, a firm
renowned for its High Victorian Gothic buildings. For its size and density,
the Township's collection of outstanding, original Period Houses rivals
those of most Main Line communities. (Morstein #20, Whitford Garme #51,
Chesteridge #27, Church Farm School #30)
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B. Other

In the 1930's architects were designing buildings less slavishly imitative

of historical styles. Their clients were well-heeled and travelled and ex-
pressed preferences for homes modeled for their personal needs but based on
remote, idealized models. In the 1930's French country architecture commanded
attention on the Main Line; West Whiteland's Meadowcourt #26 (1928, Edmund

B. Gilchrist) can be viewed as a forerunner of this trend.

Viewing the multiple resource nomination as a whole, it is apparent that the
majority (approximately 32) of houses are in private residential use.

A significant number of properties (8) are owned and farmed by the Township's
major educational institution which in view of its ownership of 1/6 of the total land
area of West Whiteland, is not surprising. There are approximately 8 buildings now
in commercial use and that number is expected to grow as more buildings, particularly
along the Lincoln Highway, are adapted to new uses.

This multiple resource nomination encompasses the full spectrum of historic uses,
styles, and dwelling types, ranging from the typical Great Valley gentleman's farm to
the simple homes of quarry workers. The individual and in some cases representative
historical and architectural merits of each property decided its inclusion in the
nomination. As a group the components of the nomination tell a full story of the
Township's 250 year old history.

D. Archaeological Component:

At the present time, in-depth research into the Township's archaeological
resources has not been conducted. Therefore they are not included in this Mul-
tiple Resource Nomination. . Potential sites have been identified by the West
Whiteland Historical Commission (Map #7). This has been based mainly on artifact
collectors' finds. During late 1982 and early 1983, additional sites were being
investigated for the initial design review of a major highway passing through the
Township somewhere between Route 30 and the Pennsylvania Railroad main line. If
this investigation identifies and tests eligible sites then they will be added to
the nomination.
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E. Survey Methodology:

This nomination is the result of a comprehensive survey of all structures in
the Township built before 1930. The survey was conducted during 1979 through 1981
by the West Whiteland Historical Commission. Some assistance was provided by the
Chester County Historical Society, West Chester, PA. Limited funding was provided
to the Commission by the Chester County Historical Society from a survey and planning
grant from the U.S. Department of the Interior through the Pennsylvania Historical and
Museum Commission. Funding was also provided by West Whiteland Township. The Township
also paid for the preparation of this nomination.

Approximately 240 properties were visited, photographed and their architectural
features recorded on architectural inventory forms. A set of forms and a set of pho-
tographs are on file with the West Whiteland Historical Commission at their office
in the Zook House, Exton Square Mall, Exton, PA 19341. Another set of forms and
the survey negatives are on file at the Chester County Historical Society, West Chester,

PA 19380.

Structures included in the West Whiteland Multiple Resource Nomin-
ation are all those buildings that meet the National Register Criteria
for eligibility in the township. Those structures that might be elig-
ible under one or more of the criteria for listing but not included
here have been so altered that they no longer convey a sense of the
past and do not have sufficient integrity to be eligible for the Nat-
ional Register of Historic Places.



Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below )

____prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ___ landscape architecture _.._ religion

___1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ____conservation —_law - Science

— 1500~1599 __X_agriculture - ___..economics ____literature — sculpture

—__1600-1699 _X_ archlitecture - education — military ‘ — soclal/

_X 1700-1799 ____art ‘ ___ engineering . —_ music humanitarian

_X 1800-1899 ___ commerce X__ exploration/settlement ____ philosophy —_ theater

_X_1900- —___ communications X__ industty ' — politics/government _X__ transportation
, — invention C other (specify)

Specific dates  NA T Builder/Architect  Vapious”

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The historic resources of West Whiteland Township contain a wide. variety of
historic sites. All have a high degree of integrity and have been evaluated according
to the standards of the National Register of Historic Places. Many of the properties
are directly associated with events of historical significance and are eligible under
Criterion A. This would include the Ship Inn #1 and the Halfway House #18 of the
West Chester Railroad. Others are associated with influential or significant persons
and are eligible under Criterion B. Within this group are the Thomas 'Thematid res"
sources such as Whitford Lodge #32 and Oaklands #41. A number of properties are eli-
gible under Criterion C as significant examples of architectural styles or building
techniques. Represented in this class are the Thomas Mill #42 and Morstein #20.

Within Chester County, the nominated properties are significant as representative
of the County's growth and development since its organlzation in -1682. West Whiteland's
resources are distinguished by their high visibility within a major 'east—west trans-
portation ~ corridor, the Great Valley, and by their unusually rich architectural
quality.

In terms of State and national history, West Mhlteland*s respurceSeare notable
for their 250 year range. of congtruction dates and fpr their, relationship to two events
of national” importance' the 1792-4 construction of the nation's first turnpike and
the opening of the Columbia (Pennsylvania) Railroad in 1833. coupled, with the construc-
tion of the West Chester Railroad in 1832 o ;

Prior to European settlement, the Lenni-Lenape Indians of the Delaware. were es-
tablished at various locations in Chester County. Their trails crisscrossed the County,
connecting such villages as Queonemysing and Minquhanan with major trading centers.
According to an account by Richard Thomas I, West Whiteland's first settler, there
was an Indian village along the Valley Creek in the vicinity of present-day Exton.

Its name, Katamoonchink, meant "hazlenut grove." Folklore tells that it was the barking
dogs of the Indian village which induced Richard Thomas to settle nearby for protection
from wild animals. Evidence of the Indian presence in other areas of the Township has
been found in the form of arrowheads, points, grinding stones, etc. A map compiled by
the West Whiteland Historical Commission,ybased on oral accounts, shows the general
locations of such discoveries. ‘(Map #7) The data have not as yet been critically
examined and, in view of the exclusion of sites in the southern half of the Townshlp,
appear incomplete.

L)

The friendliness of the Indians toward Richard Thomas I and those that followed
him was but one factor conducive to the early settlement of Whiteland. The Indians'
paths and trails, in addition, provided initial access to the then wilderness. The
Conestoga, Ship, Swedesford, and Whitford Roads are said to be based on such trails.
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Another very large factor encouraging to European settlement was the Great Valley
itself, a natural path of Westward migration. For those able to purchase tracts in
the Valley, it offered limestone-enriched soil, level land, a moderate climate,
abundant water, and mineral wealth. A road petition filed in 1701 mentions the
"Limestone Hills'" where the petitioners had "...purchased land...intending to set
up a kiln and burn lime..." (RD Vol 1, p. 11)

William Penn, the proprietor of Pennsylvania, was anxious to see his "holy ex-
periment'" succeed. After receiving his patent from King Charles II in 1681, he
appointed a Surveyor General to implement an orderly plan of occupation. Part of
that plan entailed the surveying of large tracts of land to groups and individuals
as manors and grants. The largest of these was the Welsh Tract, a 40,000 acre
tract laid out in 1684 for Welsh Friends who desired to have their purchases surveyed
contiguously. The original plan for the Welsh Tract adhered to Penn's general policy
of establishing Township units of approximately 5,000 acres each. The Welsh, however,
requested their own government, or Barony, for the entire tract. For various reasons
which will not be detailed here, the concept of a separate Welsh Barony had failed
by 1689. Nevertheless, by 1701, 41 purchases. had been laid out in the tract, among
them a 5,000 acre parcel for Richard ap Thomas. Despite incursions in the boundaries
of the Tract, a sizable number of Welsh Friends settled in the area, which eventually
included nine townships. According to statistics set forth in The Best Poorman's
Country, a Geographical Study on Early Southeastern Pennsylvania by James T. Lemon
(1972), the Welsh population, which in Chester County peaked at 17% in 1730, stood
at over 50% in Whiteland, County-wide, it declined to 8% by 1759 and 7% by 1782.
Although a Welsh Barony was never established, the survey of the Welsh Tract strongly
influenced the pattern of settlement in West Whiteland and similar townships; ini-
tially lots were laid out in an orderly manner and occupied by Welsh Quakers who were
soon joined by family and friends. 1In West Whiteland, Richard Thomas I, son of
Richard ap Thomas, settled in about 1711 on 1869 acres. He sold off lots to other
Welsh Friends, among them Evan Lewis and David Howell. Through intermarriages and
additional acquisitions, the Thomas family occupied most of the Township's prime
Valley land by the end of the 18th century.

The breakdown of predictable settlement in West Whiteland more or. less paralleled
the deterioration of Penn's orderly plan of occupation after his death in 1718, and
patents were issued indiscriminately by Penn's sons John, Thomas and Richard. In 1779,
by an act of the Assembly, the estates of the (by then) late proprietors became vested
in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. There had been a number of patents given by the
Penn brothers in the 1730's within West Whiteland.

Another wave of patent issuance occurred in the 1780's, these being for still
vacant land in the less desirable Barrens in the southwest area of the Township.

West Whiteland's Welsh population was diluted eventually by English Quakers. The
Township also was settled by a small number of German families, apparently the southern-
most penetration of this nationality in the County. Two families, in particular, the
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Boyers and the Hoffmans, controlled several hundred acres in the southwest through
purchase and intermarriage.

Throughout the 18th century, West Whiteland was dominated by large landowners,
such as the Thomas and Jacobs families who, in addition to their farms, controlled
mills and lime kilns and quarries. One of the five tanneries and one of nine dis-
tilleries in the County (consisting of 42 townships) were located in the Township.
There was little significant commercial development of any sort until the construction
of Lancaster Turnpike in 1794. Except for the young congregation at Grove, there were
no concentrations of religious or cultural groups in the Township. The population
in 1800 stood at 100 families, having grown from 71 in 1790; it depended primarily
on agriculture for survival and lived on dispersed farm complexes. Although, the
19th century would bring dramatic changes in transportation, the rural agricultural .
character of West Whiteland, established in the 18th century, would persist through
the 19th century and well into the next.

The growth and development of West Whiteland's agricultural economy through the
18th, 19th, and early 20th centuries generally paralleled agro-economic trends at the
County and regional levels. West Whiteland was distinguished, however, by the com-
parative wealth and size of its farms which benefited from their access to major
markets via the Lancaster Turnpike and several railroads.

Wheat was the key crop in 18th century southeastern Pennsylvania. It was cul-
tivated for local needs and for export through Philadelphia to Europe and the West
Indies. Grown by a system of extensive, as opposed to intensive agricuialture, wheat
was produced most profitably on large farms. West Whiteland's farms were among the
largest in the County in 1710, ranging between 400 and 603 acres. Although that
range declined to between 150 and 200 acres in the second half of the 18th century,
the size of the average Township farm consistently was ranked with the largest in the
region. Correspondingly, the percentage of tenant taxpayers was high, standing at
between 32 and 50% in 1782. The prosperity of the Township's farms is attested to by
the high rate of cattle, horses, and sheep per taxpayer.* 1In addition to wheat, rye,
and spring grasses, some fruits and vegetables were grown as well.

Dairying and the raising of stock surpassed wheat production in importance in
the 19th century. The shift from wheat to cattle was accommodated easily on the Town-
ship's large farms. The construction of the Columbia (Pennsylvania) Railroad in 1833
made possible the shipping of perishable dairy and meat products to Philadelphia
in a fraction of the former travelling time.

*  Animal 1758-9 1781-2
Cattle 4,18-7.78 4,06-17,29 (number per taxpayer)
Horses 2.69~4.54 2.90-4.50 (number per taxpayer)
Sheep 8-10.8 8.7-23.2  (number per sheepkeeper)

Source: The Best Poorman's Country pp. 195-8, 212, 214.
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West Whiteland's landed gentry of the 19th century generally was conservative
in its approach to agriculture. This was reflected in the "tidy" and uniform ap-
pearance of their farmsteads. While reputedly slow to accept change, it seems that
Township farmers were among the first in the State to apply lime as a soil supplement.
George Thomas (1746-1793) was called '"one of the pioneers in its introduction...
having done much before his death to call attention to the subject and having first
employed lime on his land...about the year 1787".%*

Lime had been used in England as a soil amendment prior to American settlement.
It was not discovered immediately in the colonies and ground oyster shells were
substituted. During the mid-18th century, the German population in Lancaster County
made extensive use of lime, and it was noted that by 1754 every farm had a lime
kiln to serve the farmer and his immediate neighbors. The commercial lime industry
did not develop until after 1840. George Thomas's use of lime on his fields in 1787
appears to have been an early example of its application in Chester County. Between
1810 and 1830 "an incredible improvement' in soil fertility became apparent, pri-
marily resulting from the use of lime; by 1830, liming was firmly established as a
standard farm practice. This was instrumental in allowing Pennsylvania to maintain
its leadership in grain production in the United States.

Another member of the Thomas family, Dr. George Thomas (1808-1887) took a leading
role in the practice of horticulture. In addition to his dairy farm of 500 acres
and creamery, Oaklands, Dr. Thomas maintained a 40 foot long 'grapery" (an early
greenhouse) and an "orchard house" and grew a wide variety of exotic and acquatic
plants on the "ornamental grounds' surrounding his residence. The first mention in
a newspaper of a silo in Chester County was for that erected by Shoemaker and
Robinson in 1883. It was 14 feet deep and measured 33x35 feet. A one-story building
for storing grain was built over the whole. Shoemaker and Robinson's conclusion
that "a silo will soon become a necessity with every farmer in the country'"** was '
indeed correct.

The tradition of large farms was carried into the 20t